CSM Journey Groups:

October 13, 2010


THE MASTER STORYTELLER
Week 3: The Ten Bridesmaids



1. LEADER PREPARATION 
LESSON Overview

The parable of the 10 bridesmaids reminds us to be ready for Christ’s return. Are we living in a way that shows the world we believe there’s something after this life? If we aren’t careful, we can become focused on the here and now and lose the sense of expectancy about spending eternity in heaven with God. This week’s lesson will give your students an opportunity to talk about what it means to be ready in the way that Christ commands.
Lesson Objectives

1. WHAT: As Christians, we have the challenge and the opportunity to live lives that help the people around us realize that eternity is real.

2. WHY: Jesus has promised to someday return again, and our choices will help shape whether we are prepared for his return.

3. HOW: Students will be encouraged to live in a way that tells others they love God and believe that there’s something eternal awaiting them.
Primary Scripture

Matthew 25:1-13

Secondary Scriptures
1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Philippians 3:12-14; and 2 Timothy 2:5
Teaching PREP

Read Matthew 25:1-13.

Jesus wanted his audience to understand the importance of being prepared for his eventual return. When you read through Matthew 24, you see that Jesus is prophesying about future events. His thoughts and theme continue into chapter 25, including this parable.

In this parable, 10 bridesmaids take their lamps and go to meet the bridegroom, but he doesn’t arrive as quickly as everyone had expected. Only five of the bridesmaids were wise enough to bring along extra oil for their lamps. When the five “foolish” ones realized they were out of oil, they asked the other five for some, but were denied. These five foolish bridesmaids left to find more oil, and while they were gone, the bridegroom returned. Only the five wise bridesmaids were allowed to enter the wedding feast. The five foolish ones eventually came back to the scene but weren’t permitted to come inside.

The last verse of the parable reveals the application of this story: “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return” (Matthew 25:13). Jesus says we must be prepared and ready for his return. We don’t know when it will happen, but we need to live our lives in a way that points people to him and the reality of eternity.

THE MASTER STORYTELLER
Week 3: The Ten Bridesmaids

2. LESSON GUIDE
Getting things started [optional]

As you begin your small group, welcome your students and invite them into your meeting area. Open in prayer, and then SAY SOMETHING LIKE:
I want you to think about a major event or commitment in your life and what it takes to get ready and prepare for that experience. Maybe it’s a recital or a final exam or the biggest game of the season.

ASK:
· What “big” moment comes to mind, and what kinds of emotions do you experience as you think about it?

· What role does your attitude play in your process of preparation? Do you feel a strong sense of anticipation or excitement or expectation?

· If you have a negative or pessimistic attitude, how will this affect your process of preparation?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When we get ready for a big event, it’s important to have the right attitude. That’s where it all begins. If you aren’t hoping for a good grade, you won’t study as effectively. If you don’t expect to win the game or succeed at your recital, you won’t practice as hard. Once you have the right attitude in place, THEN the details become important!

ASK:
· What are some specific steps you take to prepare for that big event in your life?

· What might happen if you took shortcuts or didn’t invest any time in preparing and getting ready?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: This week’s study challenges us to live daily for Jesus, honoring and loving him in all we do and living in a way that shows our lives are meant for more than our time on earth. One of the ways Jesus talks about himself is being the bridegroom—the groom—to the church. His role is to unconditionally love the bride, the church. The bride—the church and people who make up the church—is called to love and trust Jesus. Preparing for a big event, competition, or celebration can be fun; preparing for eternity with God is even more meaningful. We were created to love and worship God in heaven for all eternity, and as Christians, we are called to live in a way that reflects our faith in Jesus right now.
TEACHING POINTS

Read Matthew 25:1-13 together as a group. Consider allowing one or more of the teenagers to read the text.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Let’s spend some time taking a look at what it means to be prepared for Jesus’ return.

1. Know what’s ahead

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The best way to prepare for the future is to be aware of what God says will happen. As we read through the New Testament, we discover numerous reminders and promises of Jesus’ return. Here in Matthew 25, Jesus clearly tells his disciples that he will someday return—although he doesn’t say exactly when it will happen.

ASK:
· As you read this parable, which of the different characters do you most relate to, and why?

· In Matthew 25:13, Jesus says we don’t know the day or hour of his return. Why doesn’t God tell us the exact day Jesus will return? What impact might that knowledge have on the way we live?
2. Get ready

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: You have lots of choices. You can choose what clothes to wear, where to sit on the bus, what people to greet in the hall in between classes, who to talk to at lunch, how to spend your free time, what sports to play, and so on. God challenges us as Christians to use our time wisely. In this week’s parable, Jesus told his disciples to “keep watch.”
ASK:
· What do you think Jesus meant when he told his disciples to “keep watch” and await his return? In real-life terms, what does this mean?

· What’s one specific way your choices right now are helping to prepare you for eternity in heaven?
· How do the entertainment media you consume—movies, TV, video games—affect your faith? How does your faith affect what you choose to see and do?
· It seems harsh that the “foolish” bridesmaids are left out of the wedding party because they didn’t prepare well—how does this punishment fit the “crime,” in your mind?
3. Bring along others

ASK:
· How might your knowledge of Jesus’ eventual return affect the way you interact with people who haven’t made the decision yet to follow Jesus?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: If you have the knowledge that Jesus will someday return AND that you have the opportunity to spend eternity in heaven with him, you have the chance to tell your friends. Look at this way: If you know something that can positively change a friend’s life, why wouldn’t you share that knowledge of information? Friends desire the best for each other—and that includes wanting your friends to experience a meaningful life now and an eternal life later because of Jesus.
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION [optional]
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: As a teenager, you might feel like most of your life has nothing to do with church or Jesus or that “Christian thing,” but think about it in terms of sports. If you went to practice for an hour a week but then ate an unhealthy diet and never exercised outside of that official practice time, what kind of athlete would you be? Just like being an athlete, being a Christian means living as a follower of Christ all the time.

ASK:
· Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:12-14, and 2 Timothy 2:5. How does an athlete practice self-control and self-discipline in the training process? Why are self-control and self-discipline important?

· How is living a life that honors God similar to running a race or competing in a sport and receiving a prize?
· What’s one “training habit” that has helped strengthen your relationship with Jesus?

· In what area of your life are you most challenged in living out your relationship with Jesus?

APPLICATION
[NOTE: The application section for this series takes a slightly different approach from most series in the LIVE Curriculum. We see this as a great opportunity for your young people to take the principles Jesus shared in his parables and translate them into a 21st century setting.]

Each week, we’re providing a step-by-step approach to help guide you and your students through the process of creating modern-day parables. As you go through this experience, you may discover additional questions that help your students gain the maximum impact from this activity. That’s great! The key values here are helping your teenagers gain a greater understanding and appreciation of Jesus’ parables and discover engaging ways to have spiritually focused conversations with their friends.

We encourage you to have paper and pens or pencils ready for your students. Some of your teenagers may do best by verbalizing their stories, while others will want to write down key details and ideas.

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: This week, we’re continuing our journey of taking Jesus’ parables and finding stories from your own lives that can have an impact on your friends, to help them learn more about what God has done in your life and what it means to be a Christ-follower.

We’ve done this twice already as a group, so you probably will feel comfortable with the activity this week. Let’s start off by going through our big-picture questions.

ASK:
· What’s the theme or big idea from this week’s parable? [NOTE: In this third lesson, you examined a story about preparing for the future. Your students might want to focus on how today’s choices affect tomorrow. Our good decisions and our bad decisions will all shape who we become in the future and what opportunities are available to us down the road.]

· What story from your life is similar to the story Jesus told? [NOTE: The stories may flow naturally as your group discusses the big idea for this week. Remember, it doesn’t have to be a literal, one-for-one story that mimics Jesus’ parable. It could be a story of how a student has a specific career, athletic, or personal goal and is taking specific steps to prepare now. Your teenagers could think about how earlier moments from childhood continue to affect them today. There are plenty of directions you can go with this theme.]
· How can you use your personal story to help your friends discover more about why you’re a Christian, why you love Jesus, or what your faith journey is like? [NOTE: The goal here is to help your young people communicate without being “preachy” or “churchy.” Your students can use phrases like “this is why I’m so committed to this life goal” or “it’s cool to realize God cares about how I’m preparing today for my future.” Encourage your teenagers to think about the times and places when it might be natural to share their story, and consider which friends might be most receptive to the story.]
Take a few minutes to let the students work alone on their stories. They can use their paper and pen or pencil, or give them some space so they can verbalize it a time or two.

Then, have each teenager pair up with another student to share their stories with each other. Talk about the kinds of settings when it might be natural to transition into this story. Offer each other construction feedback on the story’s impact and how it might be made even more effective.

Take time to pray as a group or as pairs that God would give your students an opportunity to share their stories during the next week, and that God would draw your teenagers’ friends to him as they share.
FOR KEEPS [MEMORY VERSE] 

”So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return” (Matthew 25:13).
